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over a vast dominion and be its paramount lords.

Early in the eighth century when the descendants
of the Rajputs, called the Gurjara-Pratiharas, were
ruling in the eastern Rajputana and Malwa, an im-
portant event took place in the coming of the Arabs
into India and with it began the play of new forces
in the social, cultural and political life of the country.
The conditions that were indirectly the cause of
this foreign invasion proved more favourable thea
than they had been before when mainly the absence
of political unity among the different states was taken
advantage of by the aggressors. But on the eve of the
Muslim conquest India was not only more weakened
than before by disunity and discord among the small
states, but also she lacked social cohesion and soli-
darity.

The rise to power of the Rajputs in the north
where Muslim invaders had their first footing gave
an impetus to the resurgence of the orthodox forms
of Hinduism. The Brahmin came upon the scene,
with his hold on the society considerably strengthened
by the connivance of the powers-that-be. The result
was that the system of caste, which had been elastic
and in places rendered even inoperative under the
impact of Buddhism, began to revive and be rigid
again and large numbers of people, whose problems
the society did not care to solve, were condemned to
a life of indignity; and the process which also was
started by Buddhism of assimilating to the sopial
organism many tribes and peoples of mixed race-